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TOWN INFORMATION
PHONE NUMBER:

237-5255

FAX NUMBER:

237-8270

MAILING ADDRESS:

P.O. Box 157
Colebrook, NH 03576

PHYSICAL ADDRESS:
(Town Office)

1679 US Route 3
Columbia, NH 03576

(Town Hall)

1919 US Route 3
Columbia, NH 03576

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

WEBSITE ADDRESS:

towncolumbia@myfairpoint.net

www.columbianh.org

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
MEETINGS:

2nd & 4th Wednesday of each
month – 6:00 pm
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PLANNING BOARD MEETINGS:

2nd Wednesday of each
month – 4:30 pm

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETINGS:

as needed

TOWN CLERK/SECRETARY
HOURS:

Monday – 10:00 – 5:00
Tuesday – 8:00 – 3:00
Wednesday – 10:00 – 5:00
Thursday – 8:00 – 3:00
Friday – 10:00 – 3:00

(PLEASE NOTE THESE ARE NEW HOURS EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1,
2015.)

TAX COLLECTOR HOURS:

Saturday – 10:00 – 12:00
(during tax time)
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TOWN OFFICERS
OFFICER

POSITION

TERM
EXPIRES

Norman Cloutier
Eric Stohl
Donald Campbell

Chairman-Board of Selectmen
Selectman
Selectman

2016
2015
2017

Jane C. McCoy

Moderator

2016

Brenda L. Tibbetts

Assistant Moderator

Marcia Parkhurst
Debra DeBlois

Town Clerk/
Secretary
Deputy Town Clerk

2017

Jennifer Wells

Treasurer

2017

Garry Parkhurst
Marcia Parkhurst

Tax Collector
Deputy Tax Collector

2017
2017

Diane Little
Isabelle Parkhurst
Stacey Campbell

Supervisor of Checklist
Supervisor of Checklist
Supervisor of Checklist

2016
2020
2018

Marcia Parkhurst
Scott DeBlois
Isabelle Parkhurst

Trustee of Trust Funds
Trustee of Trust Funds
Trustee of Trust Funds

2017
2016
2015

Peter Dion
Wallace Adair
Jonathan Fogg
Brett Brooks
Kenneth Parkhurst

Fire Warden
Deputy Fire Warden
Deputy Fire Warden
Deputy Fire Warden
Deputy Fire Warden

Robert Soucy, D.O.

Health Officer

2017

2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
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Clifton Boudle, Jr.
(resigned 10/2014)
David Cloutier
(appointed 11/2014)

Road Agent
Road Agent

2015

Richard Johnsen

Civil Defense Director

2015

DeBlois, Scott
Campbell, Stacey
Chapple, Conrad, Sr.
Alan “Bob” Baker
Ghislaine “Sam” Boudle
Campbell, Donald
Earley, Steven
Sullivan, Michael

Planning Board - Chairman
Planning Board - Secretary
Planning Board
Planning Board
Planning Board
Planning Board
Planning Board – Alternate
Planning Board – Alternate

2015

Parkhurst, Garry
Campbell, Stacey
Campbell, Donald
Vacant
Vacant
Grimes, Kenneth
Rella, Paul
Vacant

Board of Adjustment - Chairman
Board of Adjustment - Secretary
Board of Adjustment
Board of Adjustment
Board of Adjustment
Board of Adjustment
Board of Adjustment – Alternate
Board of Adjustment – Alternate

.

2016
2017
2017
2017
2015
2016

2017
2017

2015

Schomburg, William
Stohl, Eric
Hastings, Kenneth
Parkhurst, Garry
Brady, Joyce
Fogg, Jonathan

Conservation Commission
Conservation Commission
Conservation Commission
Conservation Commission
Conservation Commission
Conservation Commission

2016
2015
2017
2016
2016
2016

Parkhurst, Sheila

Cemetery Sexton

2016
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT
It has been a busy year here at the Town Office. We have worked hard to
keep the year’s events from affecting our citizens as much as possible. We
appreciated everyone’s patience and understanding as we tackled our problems.
Hopefully, 2015 will be less hectic.
We started the year by purchasing the former Bennett property next to the
Town Hall. This purchase allowed us to solve two long‐standing problems. We
created a lighted parking lot. This will eliminate the need for people to park on
the side of the road during elections and Town Meeting and make it safer for
everyone. We also had a well drilled. As you are probably aware, in the past we
got our water from the Gadwah property. While we appreciated Mr. Gadwah’s
generosity it didn’t come without problems such as frozen pipes, no water when
he closed up his house, etc. We now have our own well and it was installed so
that during the winter months when the building is not in use we can drain the
whole system and turn the water off completely. This allows us to save
approximately $100.00 per month on heat during the winter.
It should also be noted that in 2014 the Columbia Town Hall was named to
New Hampshire’s Registry of Historic Places. This award was achieved through
the efforts of Mr. William Schomburg and we thank him for the work he did on
this project.
The Board also granted permission for the local football team to build a
field on the property after checking with our Town Attorney to insure that there
was no liability to the Town. All of the work on the field was done with donations
from local individuals. The team played several games on the field last fall with a
large crowd of spectators. We wish the team continued success.
In April we suffered a major financial setback when melting snow and rain
caused severe damage on several roads in Town and totally destroyed a bridge on
Meridan Hill Road. With the quick work of many individuals, a temporary bridge
was installed to ensure the safety of people living and traveling on that road.
After applying for aid from both FEMA and the State of New Hampshire and being
6

denied, the Board was faced with the prospect that we would have to build the
bridge ourselves. After consulting several individuals and companies, the Board
signed a contract with VR Concrete to replace the bridge. Mr. Roscillo and his
crew were extremely cooperative to work with and completed the bridge right on
schedule. However, this project did not come without a price tag. As you will be
able to see further on in this report, the Town had to hold a Special Town Meeting
to get permission to borrow the necessary funds. A five‐year loan was secured in
the amount of $187,709. This amount along with money from two different trust
funds and money transferred from other line items in the budget allowed us to
complete the bridge. Some paving and dirt work will have to be completed next
spring.
We encourage everyone to visit the Town’s website, www.columbianh.org,
as we are constantly adding things to it. Minutes of all the Selectmen Meetings
are added once they have been approved. You can also find a copy of last year’s
Town Report in its entirety and this year’s will be added also. If there is
something that you would like to see added to the site, please let Marcia know
and we will see what we can do.
This year all property assessments in Town will be updated. In late spring
or early summer, you will be receiving a letter with your new assessment. At that
time, you will have an opportunity to schedule an appointment with the assessor
to discuss your valuation. We encourage you to review your assessment data
carefully and to schedule an appointment if you feel the need.
In October our long‐time Road Agent Clifton “Buddy” Boudle submitted his
resignation. Mr. Boudle has served the Town in this capacity for approximately
twenty years and we appreciate his dedication and concern for the Town and its
residents. In November, the Board appointed David Cloutier to replace Mr.
Boudle and we look forward to working with him.
As always, we appreciate your faith in us as we serve the Town. We
welcome your suggestions and input on items of concern to you.
Norman Cloutier, Chairman
Eric Stohl
Donald Campbell
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WARRANT
The Polls will be open from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Columbia, in the County of
Coos, in the State of New Hampshire, qualified to vote in Town
Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Columbia Town Hall on
Tuesday, the 10th day of March, next, at 7:15 o’clock in the evening to
act upon the following subjects:
Article 1: To vote to bring in ballots for election of Town Officers to
be elected by ballot for the year ensuing.
Article 2: To see if the Town will instruct its Selectmen to appoint all
other Town Officials as required.
Article 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $110,000.00 for Town Charges for the ensuing year.
Article 4: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $10,000.00 for extinguishing fires in said Town.
Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $15,504.00 to help support the operations of the Colebrook
Regional Dispatch Center.
Article 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $38,628.00 to help support the services of the 45th Parallel
Emergency Medical Services.
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Article 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,000.00 to pay for police coverage from the Town of
Colebrook.
Article 8: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,200.00 for the Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital
Association to cover medical emergencies.
Article 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $3,000.00 for operating expenses of the Northwoods Home
Health & Hospice.
Article 10: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $700.00 as a contribution for the support and services of
Northern Human Services.
Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $6,000.00 for the maintenance of the Town’s cemeteries.
Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $100.00 for the support of the Geo. L. O’Neil Post 62
American Legion.
Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $650.00 for the support of the Community Outreach Program.
Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $6,000.00 for the support of the poor.
Article 15: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $120,000.00 for the maintenance of summer roads. Out of
this $120,000.00 approximately $35,000.00 to be reimbursed by the
State of New Hampshire Highway Block Grant monies.
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Article 16: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $93,000.00 for the maintenance of winter roads.
Article 17: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $35,000.00 for solid waste disposal and recycling.
Article 18: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,975.00 for the Colebrook Public Library.
Article 19: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $18,600.00 for appraisal upkeep.
Article 20: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $1,000.00 for maintenance of the Tax Maps.
Article 21: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $8,000.00 for expenses of the Planning Board.
Article 22: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $768.00 to help support the services of the American Red
Cross.
Article 23: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $750.00 to help support the 4th of July fireworks display in
Colebrook provided by the Colebrook Kiwanis Club.
Article 24: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $41,202.00 for the first payment of a five-year note for
replacement of a bridge on Meridan Hill Road.
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Article 25: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $10,000.00 to be added to the Bridge Improvement Fund
previously established. (Board of Selectmen recommends this
appropriation.)
Article 26: To transact any other business which may legally come
before this meeting.
Given our hands and seals, this 11th day of February, A.D.,
2015.
s/ Norman Cloutier
s/ Eric Stohl
s/ Donald Campbell
A True Copy – Attest
s/ Norman Cloutier
s/ Eric Stohl
s/ Donald Campbell
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New Hampshire
Department of
Revenue Administration

2015
MS-636

Budget of the Town of Columbia
Form Due Date: 20 Days after the Town Meeting
This form was posted with the warrant on: ___________________
For Assistance Please Contact:
NH DRA Municipal and Property Division
Phone: (603) 230-5090
Fax: (603) 230-5947
http://www.revenue.nh.gov/mun-prop/
GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION
Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined the information contained in this form and to the best of
my belief it is true, correct and complete.
Governing Body Certifications
Printed Name

Position

Signature

A hard-copy of this signature page must be signed and submitted to the NHDRA at the
following address:
NH DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MUNICIPAL AND PROPERTY DIVISON
P.O.BOX 487, CONCORD, NH 03302-0487
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Appropriations
Account
Code

Purpose of Appropriation

Warrant
Article #

Appropriations
Prior Year as
Approved by
DRA

Actual
Expenditures

Appropriations
Appropriations
Ensuing FY
Ensuing FY (Not
(Recommended) Recommended)

General Government
0000-0000

Collective Bargaining

4130-4139

Executive

4140-4149

Election, Registration, and Vital Statistics

4150-4151

Financial Administration

4152

Revaluation of Property

4153

Legal Expense

4155-4159

Personnel Administration

4191-4193

Planning and Zoning

4194

General Government Buildings

4195

Cemeteries

4196

Insurance

4197

Advertising and Regional Association

4199

Other General Government

03

19

21

11

20

$0

$0

$0

$0

$110,000

$115,582

$110,000

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$18,600

$18,600

$18,600

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$8,000

$4,963

$8,000

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$5,000

$4,430

$6,000

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$0

Public Safety
4210-4214

Police

07

$2,000

$1,227

$2,000

$0

4215-4219

Ambulance

06

$34,384

$34,378

$38,628

$0

4220-4229

Fire

04

$9,000

$9,630

$10,000

$0

4240-4249

Building Inspection

$0

$0

$0

$0

4290-4298

Emergency Management

$0

$0

$0

$0

4299

Other (Including Communications)

$15,831

$15,831

$15,504

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$213,000

$169,587

$213,000

$0

$187,709

$227,613

$0

$0
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Airport/Aviation Center
4301-4309

Airport Operations

Highways and Streets
4311

Administration

4312

Highways and Streets

4313

Bridges

4316

Street Lighting

$0

$0

$0

$0

4319

Other

$0

$0

$0

$0

4321

Administration

$0

$0

$0

$0

4323

Solid Waste Collection

$0

$0

$0

$0

4324

Solid Waste Disposal

$35,000

$35,224

$35,000

$0

4325

Solid Waste Cleanup

$0

$0

$0

$0

4326-4328

Sewage Collection and Disposal

$0

$0

$0

$0

4329

Other Sanitation

$0

$0

$0

$0

15,16

Sanitation

17

Water Distribution and Treatment
4331

Administration

$0

$0

$0

$0

4332

Water Services

$0

$0

$0

$0

4335

Water Treatment

$0

$0

$0

$0

4338-4339

Water Conservation and Other

$0

$0

$0

$0

4351-4352

Administration and Generation

$0

$0

$0

$0

4353

Purchase Costs

$0

$0

$0

$0

Electric

MS-636: Columbia 2015
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Account
Code

Purpose of Appropriation

Warrant
Article #

Appropriations
Prior Year as
Approved by
DRA

Actual
Expenditures

Appropriations
Appropriations
Ensuing FY
Ensuing FY (Not
(Recommended) Recommended)

4354

Electric Equipment Maintenance

$0

$0

$0

$0

4359

Other Electric Costs

$0

$0

$0

$0

4411

Administration

$0

$0

$0

$0

4414

Pest Control

$0

$0

$0

$0

4415-4419

Health Agencies, Hospitals, and Other

08,09,10,2
2

$6,668

$6,668

$6,668

$0

Health

Welfare
4441-4442

Administration and Direct Assistance

14

$7,000

$831

$6,000

$0

4444

Intergovernmental Welfare Payments

13

$650

$650

$650

$0

4445-4449

Vendor Payments and Other

$0

$0

$0

$0

Culture and Recreation
4520-4529

Parks and Recreation

4550-4559

Library

4583

Patriotic Purposes

4589

Other Culture and Recreation

18
12,23

$0

$0

$0

$0

$2,975

$2,975

$2,975

$0

$850

$850

$850

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

Conservation and Development
4611-4612

Administration and Purchasing of Natural
Resources

$0

$0

$0

$0

4619

Other Conservation

$0

$0

$0

$0

4631-4632

Redevelopment and Housing

$0

$0

$0

$0

4651-4659

Economic Development

$0

$0

$0

$0

Debt Service
4711

Long Term Bonds and Notes - Principal

$0

$0

$0

$0

4721

Long Term Bonds and Notes - Interest

$0

$0

$0

$0

4723

Tax Anticipation Notes - Interest

$0

$0

$0

$0

4790-4799

Other Debt Service

$0

$0

$0

$0

$113,000

$114,747

$0

$0

Capital Outlay
4901

Land

4902

Machinery, Vehicles, and Equipment

$0

$0

$0

$0

4903

Buildings

$0

$0

$0

$0

4909

Improvements Other than Buildings

$0

$0

$0

$0

Operating Transfers Out
4912

To Special Revenue Fund

$0

$0

$0

$0

4913

To Capital Projects Fund

$0

$0

$0

$0

4914A

To Proprietary Fund - Airport

$0

$0

$0

$0

4914E

To Proprietary Fund - Electric

$0

$0

$0

$0

4914O

To Proprietary Fund - Other

$0

$0

$0

$0

4914S

To Proprietary Fund - Sewer

$0

$0

$0

$0

4914W

To Proprietary Fund - Water

$0

$0

$0

$0

4918

To Non-Expendable Trust Funds

$0

$0

$0

$0

4919

To Fiduciary Funds

Total Proposed Appropriations

MS-636: Columbia 2015
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$0

$0

$0

$770,667

$764,786

$474,875

$0
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Special Warrant Articles
Account
Code

Purpose of Appropriation

Warrant
Article #

Appropriations
Prior Year as
Approved by
DRA

Actual
Expenditures

Appropriations
Appropriations
Ensuing FY
Ensuing FY (Not
(Recommended) Recommended)

4915

To Capital Reserve Fund

$0

$0

$0

$0

4916

To Expendable Trust Fund

$0

$0

$0

$0

4917

To Health Maintenance Trust Fund

$0

$0

$0

$0

Special Articles Recommended

Individual Warrant Articles
Account
Code
4711

4721

4916

Purpose of Appropriation
Long Term Bonds and Notes - Principal

Warrant
Article #

Appropriations
Prior Year as
Approved by
DRA

24

Actual
Expenditures

Appropriations
Appropriations
Ensuing FY
Ensuing FY (Not
(Recommended) Recommended)

$0

$0

$37,542

$0

$0

$0

$3,660

$0

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000

$0

$51,202

$0

Purpose: Meridan Hill Bridge Note
Long Term Bonds and Notes - Interest

24

Purpose: Meridan Hill Bridge Note
To Expendable Trusts/Fiduciary Funds

Individual Articles Recommended

MS-636: Columbia 2015
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Purpose: Bridge Improvement Trust Fund (previously establis
$10,000

$10,000
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Revenues
Account
Code

Source of Revenue

Warrant
Article #

PY Estimated
Revenues

PY Actual Revenues

Estimated Revenues
Ensuing Fiscal Year

Taxes
3120

Land Use Change Tax - General Fund

3180

Resident Tax

3185

Yield Tax

3186

Payment in Lieu of Taxes

3187

Excavation Tax

3189

Other Taxes

3190

Interest and Penalties on Delinquent Taxes

9991

Inventory Penalties

03

$7,000

$8,700

$7,000

$0

$0

$0

03

$15,000

$17,980

$15,000

03

$1,500

$1,500

$1,500

03

$0

$391

$500

$0

$0

$0

$12,000

$19,512

$12,000

$0

$0

$0

03

Licenses, Permits, and Fees
3210

Business Licenses and Permits

04

$750

$610

$750

3220

Motor Vehicle Permit Fees

04

$135,000

$143,111

$135,000

3230

Building Permits

04

$2,000

$1,874

$2,000

3290

Other Licenses, Permits, and Fees

04

$900

$993

$900

3311-3319

From Federal Government

$0

$4,398

$0

$0

$0

$0

State Sources
3351

Shared Revenues

3352

Meals and Rooms Tax Distribution

04

$30,000

$36,544

$30,000

3353

Highway Block Grant

04

$35,000

$36,003

$35,000

3354

Water Pollution Grant

$0

$0

$0

3355

Housing and Community Development

$0

$0

$0

3356

State and Federal Forest Land
Reimbursement

$750

$766

$3,750

3357

Flood Control Reimbursement

$0

$0

$0

3359

Other (Including Railroad Tax)

$1,750

$2,816

$1,750

3379

From Other Governments

$0

$0

$0

$4,360

$4,360

$4,360

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$50

$45

$50

$0

$0

$0

04

04

Charges for Services
3401-3406

Income from Departments

3409

Other Charges

04

Miscellaneous Revenues
3501

Sale of Municipal Property

3502

Interest on Investments

3503-3509

Other

04

Interfund Operating Transfers In
3912

From Special Revenue Funds

$0

$0

$0

3913

From Capital Projects Funds

$0

$0

$0

3914A

From Enterprise Funds: Airport (Offset)

$0

$0

$0

3914E

From Enterprise Funds: Electric (Offset)

$0

$0

$0

3914O

From Enterprise Funds: Other (Offset)

$0

$0

$0

3914S

From Enterprise Funds: Sewer (Offset)

$0

$0

$0

3914W

From Enterprise Funds: Water (Offset)

$0

$0

$0

3915

From Capital Reserve Funds

$0

$0

$0

3916

From Trust and Fiduciary Funds

$0

$101,515

$0

3917

From Conservation Funds

$0

$0

$0

MS-636: Columbia 2015
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Account
Code

Source of Revenue

Warrant
Article #

PY Estimated
Revenues

PY Actual Revenues

Estimated Revenues
Ensuing Fiscal Year

Other Financing Sources
3934

Proceeds from Long Term Bonds and Notes

$0

$187,709

$0

9998

Amount Voted from Fund Balance

$0

$0

$0

9999

Fund Balance to Reduce Taxes

Total Estimated Revenues and Credits

MS-636: Columbia 2015

$0

$0

$0

$246,060

$568,827

$249,560
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Budget Summary
Item

Prior Year

Ensuing Year

Operating Budget Appropriations Recommended

$469,958

$474,875

Special Warrant Articles Recommended

$197,709

$0

Individual Warrant Articles Recommended

$113,000

$51,202

TOTAL Appropriations Recommended

$780,667

$526,077

Less: Amount of Estimated Revenues & Credits

$542,309

$249,560

Estimated Amount of Taxes to be Raised

$238,358

$276,517

MS-636: Columbia 2015
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COMPARATIVE
STATEMENT - APPROPRIATIONS
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014

ESTIMATED
2014
TOWN CHARGES:

SPENT
2014

ESTIMATED
2015

VARIANCE

$110,000.00

$115,582.00

$110,000.00

$0.00

$15,831.00
$9,000.00
$2,000.00

$15,831.00
$9,630.00
$1,227.00

$15,504.00
$10,000.00
$2,000.00

-$327.00
$1,000.00
$0.00

$700.00

$700.00

$700.00

$0.00

$3,000.00
$2,200.00
$34,384.00
$35,000.00

$3,000.00
$2,200.00
$34,378.00
$35,224.00

$3,000.00
$2,200.00
$38,628.00
$35,000.00

$0.00
$0.00
$4,244.00
$0.00

$120,000.00
$81,127.00
$93,000.00
$88,460.00
$10,000.00
$10,000.00
$187,709.00 $227,613.00*

$120,000.00
$93,000.00
$10,000.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
-$187,709.00

$2,975.00

$0.00

PROTECTION OF PERSONS &
PROPERTY:
Colebrook Regional Dispatch Center
Colebrook Fire Department
Colebrook Police Department
HEALTH & SANITATION:
Northern Human Services
Northwoods Home Health &
Hospice
UCV Hospital Association
45th Parallel EMS
Waste Disposal & Recycling
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:
Summer Roads
Winter Roads
Bridge Improvement Trust Fund
Meridan Hill Road Bridge
LIBRARIES:
Colebrook Public Library

$2,975.00

$2,975.00

*Does not include additional amount used
from Trust Funds - $101,515.00.

19

COMPARATIVE
STATEMENT - APPROPRIATIONS
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014

ESTIMATED
2014

SPENT
2014

ESTIMATED
2015

VARIANCE

PUBLIC WELFARE:
Town Poor
Tri-County Community Action
Red Cross

$7,000.00
$650.00
$768.00

$831.00
$650.00
$768.00

$6,000.00
$650.00
$768.00

-$1,000.00
$0.00
$0.00

$5,000.00

$4,430.00

$6,000.00

$1,000.00

$100.00

$100.00

$100.00

$0.00

$18,600.00
$1,000.00
$8,000.00
$750.00
$113,000.00
$0.00

$18,600.00
$1,000.00
$4,963.00
$750.00
$114,747.00
$0.00

$18,600.00
$1,000.00
$8,000.00
$750.00
$0.00
$41,202.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
-$113,000.00
$41,202.00

$780,667.00

$774,786.00

$526,077.00

-$254,590.00

CEMETERIES:
Cemetery Maintenance
Geo. L. O'Neil Post 62 American
Legion - Flags
MISCELLANEOUS:
Appraisal Upkeep
Tax Map & Upkeep
Planning Board
Kiwanis Fireworks
Bennett Property
Bridge Loan Payment

LESS ESTIMATED REVENUE:

-$249,560.00

NET ESTIMATED TOWN
APPROPRIATION:

$276,517.00
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COMPARATIVE
STATEMENT - APPROPRIATIONS
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014
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COMPARATIVE
STATEMENT - APPROPRIATIONS
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT - REVENUES
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014

ESTIMATED
REVENUE
2014

REVISED
PRIOR TO
SETTING
TAX RATE

ACTUAL
2014

ESTIMATED
REVENUE
2015

$20,000.00
$2,000.00
$500.00
$10,000.00
$130,000.00
$900.00
$750.00
$100.00
$2,000.00
$1,500.00

$17,900.00
$2,500.00
$391.00
$12,000.00
$135,000.00
$850.00
$300.00
$50.00
$250.00
$1,500.00

$17,980.00
$8,700.00
$391.00
$19,512.00
$143,111.00
$993.00
$610.00
$45.00
$1,874.00
$1,500.00

$15,000.00
$7,000.00
$500.00
$12,000.00
$135,000.00
$900.00
$750.00
$50.00
$2,000.00
$1,500.00

$35,000.00
$750.00
$1,500.00
$30,000.00
$1,000.00

$36,003.00
$671.00
$766.00
$36,544.00
$1,000.00

$36,132.00
$671.00
$766.00
$36,544.00
$2,145.00

$35,000.00
$750.00
$750.00
$30,000.00
$1,000.00

$4,360.00

$4,360.00

$4,360.00

$4,360.00

$4,398.00
$80,000.00
$21,515.00
$187,709.00

$3,000.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$568,956.00

$249,560.00

LOCAL:
Yield Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Excavation Tax ($.02/cu. yd.)
Interest/Penalties on Delinquent Taxes
Motor Vehicle Fees
Dog License Fees
Business Licenses, Permits & Fees
Interest Received on Deposits
Income from Planning Board
Payment in Lieu of Taxes
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE:
Block Grant Aid
Forest Fire Reimbursement
Forest Land Reimbursement
Meals & Room Tax
SP Railroad Tax
MISCELLANEOUS
Lease - CN Brown Oil Tanks
US Wildlife Refugee Payment in
Lieu of Taxes
Transfer from Bridge Improvement Fund
Transfer from Road Improvement Fund
Proceeds from Bridge Note

$3,000.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$243,360.00

$3,000.00
$80,000.00
$21,515.00
$187,709.00
$542,309.00
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT - REVENUES
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014
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MINUTES OF COLUMBIA TOWN
MEETING
MARCH 11, 2014
At 7:30 pm Moderator Jane McCoy called the meeting to order and led the group
in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Articles on the Warrant were voted on as follows:
ARTICLE #1:

Motion made by Eric Stohl and seconded by Garry Parkhurst
to pass over this article until the ballots are counted. Motion
passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #2:

Motion made by Kenneth Parkhurst and seconded by Elaina
Johnson to see if the Town will instruct the Selectmen to
appoint all other Town Officials as required. Motion passed by
voice vote.

ARTICLE #3:

Motion made by Robert Gooch, Jr. and seconded by William
Simpson to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $110,000.00 for Town Charges for the ensuing
year. Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #4:

Motion made by Kenneth Parkhurst and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $9,000.00 for extinguishing fires in said Town.
Motion passed by voice vote.
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ARTICLE #5:

Motion made by Eric Stohl and seconded by Robert Gooch, Jr.
to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$15,831.00 to help support the operations of the Colebrook
Communications Center. Daniel Lesperance asked why the
increase from last year? Selectman Stohl explained that the
repeaters used have never had a maintenance contract and
that this year a maintenance contract had been signed. Scott
Tessier asked what formula was used to determine what each
Town pays. Selectman Stohl said that it is based on population
(30%), calls (50%) and housing units (20%). Scott Stepanian
asked if it wouldn’t be cheaper if Columbia were a non‐core
Town. It was explained that if we were a non‐core Town, then
we wouldn’t have any voting rights about the budget, etc. If all
the Towns decided to be non‐core Towns, then there wouldn’t
be enough money to run the center. After discussion, the
motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #6:

Motion made by Robert Gooch, Jr. and seconded by Eric Stohl
to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $34,384.00 to help support the services of the 45th Parallel
Emergency Medical Services. Brett Brooks spoke about the
mortgage payments on the building, workmen’s compensation
insurance, recruiting paramedics, and purchasing
equipment/new ambulances. Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #7:

Motion made by Eric Stohl and seconded by Robert Gooch, Jr.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $2,000.00 to pay for police coverage from the Town of
Colebrook. Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #8:

Motion made by Kenneth Parkhurst and seconded by James
Tibbetts to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
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the sum of $2,200.00 for the Upper Connecticut Valley
Hospital Association to cover medical emergencies. Motion
passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #9:

Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $3,000.00 for operating expenses of the
Northwoods Home Health & Hospice. Motion passed by voice
vote.

ARTICLE #10:

Motion made by Eric Stohl and seconded by Donald Campbell
to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $700.00 as a contribution for the support and services of
Northern Human Services. Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #11:

Motion made by Kenneth Parkhurst and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $5,000.00 for the maintenance of the Town’s
cemeteries. Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #12:

Motion made by Garry Parkhurst and seconded by Daniel
Lesperance to see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $100.00 for the support of the Geo. L.
O’Neil Post 62 American Legion. Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #13:

Motion made by Robert Gooch, Jr. and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $650.00 for the support of the Community
Outreach Program. Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #14:

Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $7,000.00 for the support of the poor. Motion
passed by voice vote.
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ARTICLE #15:

Motion made by James Lawrence and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $120,000.00 for the maintenance of summer
roads. Road Agent Buddy Boudle gave the group a brief list of
possible projects for the summer but said that all of this will
depend on how things look after the snow melts. Motion
passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #16:

Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $93,000.00 for the maintenance of winter roads.
William Simpson stated that Cloutier Sand & Gravel is doing a
good job plowing the roads this winter. A round of applause
was given to Norman Cloutier. Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #17:

Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Kenneth
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $35,000.00 for solid waste disposal and recycling.
Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #18:

Motion made by Robert Gooch, Jr. and seconded by Peter
Rouleau to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $2,975.00 for the Colebrook Public Library.
Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #19:

Motion made by Kenneth Parkhurst and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $18,600.00 for appraisal upkeep. Motion passed
by voice vote.

ARTICLE #20:

Motion made by Garry Parkhurst and seconded by Donald
Campbell to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
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the sum of $1,000.00 for maintenance of the tax maps.
Motion passed by voice vote.
ARTICLE #21:

Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $8,000.00 for the expenses of the Planning Board.
Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #22:

Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Isabelle
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $768.00 to help support the services of the
American Red Cross. Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #23:

Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $750.00 to help support the 4th of July fireworks
display in Colebrook provided by the Colebrook Kiwanis Club.
Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #24:

Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Daniel
Lesperance to see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $10,000.00 to be added to the Bridge
Improvement Fund previously established. (Board of
Selectmen recommends this appropriation.) Selectman
Cloutier explained that this money would probably be used for
a bridge on Meridan Hill Road. The State has given the Town
an estimate on replacing the bridge of $1,395,000.00 and the
Town would be responsible for $280,000.00 of that. The State
also gave an estimate for rehabilitating the bridge of
$635,000.00 and the Town would be responsible for
$127,000.00. Motion passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE #25:

Motion made by Eric Stohl and seconded by Daniel Lesperance
to discuss Articles #25, 26 and 27 together. Motion passed by
voice vote.
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Much discussion was held regarding the pros and cons of each
option. Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
James Lawrence to pass over all three articles for one year.
Motion failed by a show of hands. Discussion continued
regarding parking, having Town Meeting in the Assembly of
God Church building, spreading the cost over several years,
etc.
Motion made by Robert Gooch, Jr. and seconded by Daniel
Lesperance to move the question. Motion passed by voice
vote.
Motion made by Eric Stohl and seconded by Peter Rouleau to
have a ballot vote on each article. Moderator asked if there
were three additional voters that would support this. Several
voters expressed their desire to have a written ballot.
The Moderator then re‐read all three articles and explained to
the voters that they were to indicate what their vote would be
by writing #25, #26, #27 or 0 on their ballot. A “0” would
indicate that they weren’t in favor of any of the three options.
If they wrote #25 then they were voting for that option, etc.
The polls were declared open by the Moderator and everyone
present had a chance to vote. Results of the written ballot
were as follows:
Option #25 (purchase Gadwah property)
Option #26 (purchase Bennett property)
Option #27 (move building)
Do nothing

25 votes
61 votes
3 votes
14 votes
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The article approved was Article #26 to see if the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $113,000.00 to
purchase the former Bovill property adjacent to the Town
Hall, to demolish any buildings, to drill a well and to construct
a parking lot. If this Article and/or Article #25 and #27 pass,
only this Article will tax effect.
Artic les #25 and #27 were defeated.
ARTICLE #1:

Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to bring in ballots for election of Town Officers to be
elected by ballot for the ensuring year and to bring in ballots
for the election of Executive Councilor. Motion passed by
voice vote.
The polls were open from 11:00 am to 7:00 pm. (A total of 125
votes were cast, which accounts for 31% of the checklist.) The
Moderator announced officers elected as follows:
Selectman
Town Clerk
Tax Collector
Treasurer
Planning Board
Planning Board
Trustee of
Trust Funds
Supervisor of
Checklist
Supervisor of
Checklist
Moderator
Executive
Councilor

Donald Campbell
Marcia Parkhurst
Garry Parkhurst
Jennifer Wells
Ghislaine “Sam” Boudle
Alan “Bob” Baker

3‐year term
3‐year term
3‐year term
3‐year term
3‐year term
3‐year term

Marcia Parkhurst

3‐year term

Isabelle Parkhurst

6‐year term

Stacey Campbell
Jane McCoy

4‐year term
2‐year term

Joseph Kennedy
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ARTICLE #28:

Motion made by Eric Stohl and seconded by William Simpson
to transact any other business which may legally come before
the Meeting. Motion passed by voice vote.
Selectman Stohl stated that it is the Board’s intention to
hopefully use some of the Town’s fund balance to keep the tax
rate down as much as possible. The Board has been doing this
in the past few years and will continue to.
Motion made by Garry Parkhurst and seconded by Daniel
Lesperance to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed by voice
vote.
Moderator Jane McCoy declared the meeting adjourned at
10:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Marcia L. Parkhurst
Town Clerk
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
TOWN OF COLUMBIA
NOVEMBER 3, 2014
At 7:00 pm Moderator Jane McCoy called the meeting to order and led the group
in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Articles on the Warrant were voted on as follows:
ARTICLE 1: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Selectman
Donald Campbell to see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $187,709.00 for the Town to expend
upon bridge construction work on Meridan Hill Road. These monies
shall be raised by the issuance of bonds or notes in accordance with
the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act, RSA Chapter 33 and the
Board of Selectmen shall be authorized to raise and negotiate such
bonds or notes and determine the date, maturities, interest rate and
other terms and conditions thereof. (Board of Selectmen
recommends this appropriation) (2/3 ballot vote required)
Selectman Stohl gave the background on the article and answered questions.
At 7:13 pm the Moderator declared the polls open.
At 8:15 pm the Moderator closed the polls and the votes were tallied as follows:
Yes

32

No

7

The Moderator declared that the motion passed.
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Motion made by Selectman Stohl and seconded by Selectman Cloutier to adjourn
the meeting. Motion passed by voice vote.
Moderator Jane McCoy declared the meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia L. Parkhurst
Town Clerk
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INVOICE OF PROPERTY

LAND

ACRES

VALUE

Residential

2441.590

$18,392,000.00

Commercial

154.900

$976,600.00

2.000

$1,300.00

Current Use

30,689.970

$1,503,117.00

Tax Exempt

6,503.530

$4,330,500.00

Discretionary Preservation Easements

TOTAL OF TAXABLE LAND:

33,288.460

$20,873,017.00

BUILDINGS
Residential

$37,763,891.00

Commercial

$2,219,600.00

Manufactured Housing

$2,639,800.00

Discretionary Preservation Easement
Tax Exempt

$31,209.00
$2,182,000.00

TOTAL OF TAXABLE BUILDINGS:

$42,654,500.00

PUBLIC UTILITIES
PSNH

$965,600.00

NHEC

$859,200.00

PNGTS

$19,117,000.00

TOTAL UTILITIES:

$20,941,800.00

TOTAL VALUATION BEFORE EXEMPTIONS

$84,469,317.00

Less Elderly Exemptions

($62,000.00)

Less Solar/Wind Exemptions

($15,000.00)
($77,000.00)

NET VALUATION USED FOR COUNTY, MUNICIPAL &
LOCAL EDUCATION TAX RATES

LESS UTILITIES

NET VALUATION USED FOR STATE EDUCATION TAX RATE

$84,392,317.00

($20,941,800.00)

$63,450,517.00
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2014 TAX RATE CALCULATION
Town Appropriation
Less Revenue
Add Overlay
Add War Service Credits
NET TOWN APPPROPRIATIONS

$780,667.00
-$485,794.00
$4,224.00
$7,600.00
$306,697.00

School Appropriation
Less Adequate Education Grant
Less State Education Taxes
NET LOCAL SCHOOL APPROPRIATIONS

$1,527,750.00
-$416,932.00
-$159,799.00
$951,019.00

State Education Taxes Computation
$2.48 X $64,435,169.00 (equalized valuation - no utilities)
divided by $63,450,517.00 (local assessed valuation no utilities = $2.52
County Appropriation
NET COUNTY APPROPRIATIONS
Town Tax
County Tax
State School Tax
Local School Tax

$368,619.00
$3.63
$4.37
$2.52
$11.27

Town Tax

County Tax

State School Tax

Local School Tax
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TAX RATE COMPARISON OVER LAST FIVE
YEARS BROKEN DOWN BY CATEGORY

TAX RATE COMPARISON OVER LAST FIVE
YEARS BROKEN DOWN BY CATEGORY

TOTAL TAX RATE COMPARISON OVER
LAST FIVE YEARS

TOTAL TAX RATE COMPARISON OVER
LAST FIVE YEARS

NET APPROPRIATIONS OVER LAST FIVE YEARS
BROKEN DOWN BY CATEGORY

NET APPROPRIATIONS OVER LAST FIVE YEARS
BROKEN DOWN BY CATEGORY

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Cash with Treasurer, January 1, 2015:

$540, 988.68

Unredeemed Taxes:
Levy of 2012
Levy of 2013

$17,463.79
$33,703.41
$ 51,167.20

Uncollected Taxes:
2014 Property
2013 Yield Tax

$136,385.39
$ 11,039.35
$147,424.74

Trust Funds:

$144,325.96

TOTAL ASSETS:

$883,906.58

Due School District:

$610,818.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES:

$610,818.00

NET ASSETS:

$273,088.58
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall & 14.77 acres

$373,700.00

Town Office Building &
55 acres

$357,000.00

17 acres

$ 60,500.00

Furniture & Equipment:

$104,952.00

Columbia Covered Bridge:

$390,000.00

Town Garage (Keach Road)

$106,710.00

Lyman Falls Property
11.9 acres

$ 5,800.00

Cemeteries:
Lyman Cemetery

$ 18,800.00

Meridan Hill Cemetery

$ 3,800.00

Columbia Bridge Cemetery

$ 23,700.00

Keach Road Cemetery

$ 24,400.00

East Columbia Cemetery

$ 7,700.00
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TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
During the year ending December 31, 2014, I received and
remitted to the Treasurer the following amounts:

Auto Permits
Dog License Fees
Vital Statistics
State
Town
Marriage Licenses
State
Town
UCC Filing Fees
Copy of Checklist

$143,111.41
$
993.00
$
$

198.00
112.00

$
$
$
$

38.00
7.00
165.00
50.00

TOTAL COLLECTED

$144,674.41

We are happy to say that we now have a Deputy Town Clerk.
Debbie DeBlois joined us last spring. Effective February 1st, we have
expanded our office hours. We are now open five days per week.
Please refer to the schedule in the front of this book.
Marcia L. Parkhurst
Town Clerk
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TREASURER'S REPORT
TOWN CHECKING & SAVINGS ACCOUNT
BALANCE ON HAND - JANUARY 1, 2014:

$741,521.68

Received from:
Business licenses and fees – pistol permits, junkyard
permits, disposal fees, copies
C.N. Brown Company; Lease on Tanks
Citizens Bank; Interest on Deposits
Citizens Bank; Tax Anticipation Note
Citizens Bank; Loan Payment
Citizens Bank; Fees and Adjustments
Citizens Bank; Check and Deposit Tickets
LGC-WCT, LLC; Insurance Refund
MacFarlane, Donald; Reimbursement for culvert, etc.
Merchants Bank; Meridan Hill Bridge Note
N.H. Public Deposit Investment Pool; Interest on Deposits
Planning Board
Ray Davis Real Estate; Refund- Deposit on Gadwah Property
Shallow River Properties; Payment in lieu of Taxes
State of New Hampshire
Forest Reimbursement
Highway Block Grant
Railroad Distribution
Rooms & Meals Tax
Warden Services
Tax Collector
Town Clerk

$316.49
$4,360.00
$47.83
$150,000.00
($150,710.62)
($544.02)
($179.75)
$1,124.41
$556.30
$187,709.00
$1.90
$1,874.10
$1,000.00
$1,500.00
$765.94
$36,132.18
$2,144.79
$36,543.81
$741.88
$1,861,575.59
$144,674.41
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TREASURER'S REPORT
Town of Columbia - Sale of History Books
Transfer Monies from Trust Funds
US Fish & Wildlife Service; Forest Land Reimbursement

$265.85
$101,515.00
$4,398.00

TOWN MONIES RECEIVED DURING 2015:

$2,385,813.09

BALANCE ON HAND - JANUARY 1, 2014:

$741,521.68

LESS SELECTMEN'S PAYMENTS:

($2,586,346.09)

BALANCE ON HAND - JANUARY 1, 2015

$540,988.68

CHECKING ACCOUNT
NH PUBLIC DEPOSIT INVESTMENT POOL

$528,284.02
$12,704.66
$540,988.68

Jennifer L. Wells
Treasurer

TREASURER'S REPORT

40

SELECTMEN'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2014
Business Licenses, permits & fees (pistol permits,
junkyard permits, bad check fees, etc.)
C.N. Brown; Lease
Citizens Bank; Interest on Deposits
Citizens Bank; Tax Anticipation Note
History Books; Sale of
LGC‐WCT, LLC ‐ Insurance Refund
MacFarlane, Donald; Reimbursement for Culvert, etc.
Merchants Bank; Bridge Note
New Hampshire Public Deposit Investment
Pool; Interest
Planning Board; Fees
Shallow River Properties; Payment in Lieu of Taxes
Ray Davis Real Estate; Deposit Refund for Gadwah
Property
State of New Hampshire; Fire Permits
and mileage ‐ State's Share
State of New Hampshire; Forest
Land Reimbursement
State of New Hampshire; Highway
Block Grant
State of New Hampshire; Rooms &
Meals Tax
State of New Hampshire; Railroad Distribution
Tax Collector
Town Clerk
Trust Fund Transfer ‐ Bridge Improvement Fund
Trust Fund Transfer ‐ Road Improvement Fund
US Fish & Wildlife; Payment in Lieu of Taxes

$316.49
$4,360.00
$47.83
$150,000.00
$265.85
$1,124.41
$556.30
$187,709.00
$1.90
$1,874.10
$1,500.00
$1,000.00
$741.88
$765.94
$36,132.18
$36,543.81
$2,144.79
$1,861,575.59
$144,674.41
$80,000.00
$21,515.00
$4,398.00
$2,537,247.48
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS - 2014
TOWN CHARGES:
Officers' Salaries
Officers' Expenses
Election & Registration
Town Buildings & Utilities
Insurance
Planning Board Expenses
Bennett Property Purchase

$34,533.64
$50,609.96
$1,845.50
$24,084.28
$4,192.98
$4,963.47
$114,747.02

PROTECTION OF PERSONS & PROPERTY:
Fire
$9,629.60
Forest Fire Wardens
$1,483.26
Radio Communications
$15,831.00
Health
$41,695.60
Sanitation & Recycling
$35,223.74
Police Coverage
$1,227.00
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:
Summer Road & Bridges
Winter Roads
Meridan Hill Road Bridge
LIBRARY:
Colebrook Public Library

$81,127.24
$88,460.00
$329,127.61

$2,975.00

*Includes additional amount used from
Trust Funds - $101,515.00.
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PUBLIC WELFARE:
Town Poor

CEMETERIES:
Cemeteries

$831.00

$4,429.85

PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERNMENT DIVISIONS:
State & County
$369,624.96
Columbia School District
$1,281,536.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
Land & Building Appraisals
Regional Associations
Taxes Bought By Town
Refunds/Reimbursements
Patriotic Purposes
Transfer to Trust Fund

TOTAL PAYMENTS FOR 2014

$18,600.00
$1,010.00
$55,760.38
$1,947.00
$850.00
$10,000.00

$2,586,346.09
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MERIDAN HILL BRIDGE NOTE
In November 2014 the Town signed a five-year note with Merchants Bank to replace a bridge on
Meridan Hill Road. The interest rate is 1.95% and the payback is projected as follows:

YEAR
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019

PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT
$187,709.00
$150,167.20
$112,625.40
$75,083.60
$37,541.80

INTEREST
OWED
$3,660.33
$2,928.26
$2,196.20
$1,464.13
$732.07
$10,980.99

PRINCIPAL
PAYMENT
$37,541.80
$37,541.80
$37,541.80
$37,541.80
$37,541.80
$187,709.00

TOTAL
PAYMENT
$41,202.13
$40,470.06
$39,738.00
$39,005.93
$38,273.87
$198,689.99

ENDING
PRINCIPAL
BALANCE
$150,167.20
$112,625.40
$75,083.60
$37,541.80
$0.00

MERIDAN HILL BRIDGE NOTE
n
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GENERAL GOVERNMENT - TOWN CHARGES
OFFICERS' SALARIES:
Campbell, Donald; Selectman Salary
Cloutier, Norman; Selectman Salary
DeBlois, Debra; Deputy Town Clerk Salary
McCoy, Jane; Moderator Salary
Parkhurst, Garry; Tax Collector Salary
Parkhurst, Marcia; Town Clerk/
Secretary Salary
Stohl, Eric; Selectman Salary
Wells, Jennifer; Treasurer Salary

$1,847.00
$1,847.00
$1,362.12
$100.00
$4,155.74
$21,527.78
$1,847.00
$1,847.00
$34,533.64

OFFICERS' EXPENSES:
asknet; Anti-virus software
Avitar Associates of N.E., Inc.; Software
Support, Tax Bills, etc.
Blossom Shop; Funeral Arrangement
B.M.S.I.; Software Support &
Updates
Campbell, Donald; Reimbursement for supplies
& Mileage
Campbell, Stacey; Reimbursement for supplies
Cartographic Associates, Inc.; Map Updates
and Website Maps
Colebrook Copy Center; Printing
Crane & Bell; Auditing Town Books
DeBlois, Debra; Mileage Reimbursement
Devine, Millimet & Branch; Legal Services
J.P. Cooke; Town Clerk Supplies
Jordan Associates; Newspaper Notices
Lazerworks; New Computer
Liebl Printing; Printing Town Reports
Matthew Bender Co., Law Book
Updates

$45.00
$4,089.44
$89.00
$1,819.00
$147.35
$24.11
$2,816.20
$523.60
$7,700.00
$312.00
$1,750.00
$95.65
$693.00
$835.96
$1,880.98
$429.61
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NH Association of Conservation Commissions;
Law Book
NHCTCA; Workshop Fees
NHMA; Workshop Registration
News & Sentinel, The; Notices,
Parkhurst, Garry; Fees
Parkhurst, Marcia; Reimbursement for Supplies
Pitney Bowes Credit Corporation;
Postage Machine Rental and Supplies
Petty Cash; Postage, Supplies, etc.
Postmaster, Colebrook; Box Rental
Price Digest; Town Clerk Supplies
Stohl, Eric; Office Supplies
Sunny Valley Creations; Website Design
U.S. Postal Service; Refill Postage Meter
U.S. Treasury; Social Security, Federal &
Medicare Taxes
W.B. Mason Co., Inc.; Office Supplies
W.M. Spring Workshop; Workshop Fee
Waystack Frizzell; Legal Advice

$28.00
$73.00
$40.00
$1,028.50
$2,492.00
$87.90
$855.21
$100.00
$192.00
$122.00
$40.00
$427.17
$2,900.00
$13,093.42
$3,649.13
$35.00
$2,195.73
$50,609.96

ELECTION & REGISTRATION:
Campbell, Stacey; Supervisor of Checklist
Dinco, Carol; Ballot Clerk
Foss-Monson, Carolyn; Ballot Clerk
Little, Diane; Supervisor of Checklist
McCoy, Jane; Moderator Salary
News & Sentinel; Notices
Parkhurst, Isabelle; Supervisor of Checklist
Sullivan, Judy; Ballot Clerk
Tibbetts, Brenda; Assistant Moderator Salary

$290.00
$275.00
$65.00
$297.50
$65.00
$150.50
$297.50
$210.00
$195.00

$1,845.50
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TOWN BUILDINGS:
Boudle, Ghislaine; Wreaths
C. Bean Transport; Fuel
C.D.S. Portable Toilets; Portable units
C.N. Brown; Installing & filling propane tank; oil
Campbell, Stacey; Reimbursement for supplies
Chouinard, Louis; Clock Repairs
Ducret's Sporting Goods; Paint
Earley Rubbish & Recycling; Trash
Pick-up
Fairpoint Communications; Town Hall & Town Office
Felch, Cathy; Painting
Ideal Auto Supply; Battery for Generator
Jameson, Wade; Labor - Replacing Door
Lazerworks; Phone Battery
Mohawk Plumbing & Heating; Repairs
News & Sentinel, The; Snowplowing Ad
North Country Flag Co.; Flags
Northern Human Services; Cleaning
P.A. Hicks & Sons, Inc; Supplies for buildings
Parkhurst, Garry; Labor - Plumbing &
Electrical; materials
Parkhurst, Sheila - Mowing and Painting
PSNH, Electricity - Town Hall & Town Office
Ray Davis Real Estate; Deposit - Gadwah PropertGadwah Property
Sheldon Gray Construction, Inc.; Plowing, etc.
Tri-State Fire Protection; Checking Extinguishers
Zizza Lock & Safe; Repair File Cabinet Lock

$175.00
$866.21
$300.00
$5,173.51
$20.00
$120.00
$32.99
$230.00
$2,312.94
$115.33
$85.49
$100.00
$14.99
$287.00
$125.00
$65.00
$863.80
$1,356.72
$3,358.58
$1,704.50
$2,087.07
$1,000.00 *
$2,872.50
$776.65
$41.00
$24,084.28

*Refunded
BENNETT PROPERTY:
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.; parking lot
Brooks Agway; Seed
Campbell, Molly; Sign
Cloutier Sand & Gravel, Inc.; Trucking
Tri-State Drilling & Boring; Well
Parkhurst, Garry; Plumbing and electrical
material and labor
Pike Industries, Inc; Gravel
Purchase of Property
Waystack Frizzell; Deed Preparation, etc.

$6,310.00
$102.99
$300.00
$127.50
$10,771.86
$6,138.42
$164.61
$90,731.64
$100.00
$114,747.02
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INSURANCE:
Local Government Center - WCT, LLC
Workmen's Compensation Insurance
Local Government Center - PLT, LLC
Commercial Property & Liability
and Public Officials Bond

$875.00

$3,317.98
$4,192.98

PLANNING BOARD EXPENSES:
Baker, Alan Robert; Salary
Boudle, Ghislaine; Salary
DeBlois, Scott; Salary
Campbell, Donald; Salary
Campbell, Stacey; Salary
Campbell, Stacey; Reimbursement for Postage
Chapple, Conrad, Sr.; Salary
Earley, Steven; Salary
Jordan Associates; Notices
News & Sentinel; Notices
Sullivan, Michael; Salary

$461.75
$461.75
$507.92
$461.75
$1,200.55
$20.00
$461.75
$461.75
$202.00
$262.50
$461.75
$4,963.47

PROTECTION OF PERSONS & PROPERTY:
FIRE:
Adair, Wallace; Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement
Brooks, Brett; Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement
Colebrook Fire Department; Fire Protection
Dion, Peter; Forest Fire Warden
Reimbursement
Fogg, Jonathan; Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement
Parkhurst, Kenneth; Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement

$271.75
$655.36
$9,629.60
$202.00
$250.55

$103.60
$11,112.86
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RADIO COMMUNICATIONS:
Colebrook, Town of; Communications
Center
$15,831.00
POLICE COVERAGE
Colebrook, Town of; Police Coverage

$1,227.00

HEALTH:
American Red Cross; Appropriation
45th Parallel EMS; Appropriation
Northwoods Home Health; Appropriation
Northern Human Services; Appropriation
Tri-County Community Action Program;
Appropriation
U.C.V.H. Association; Appropriation

$768.00
$34,377.60
$3,000.00
$700.00
$650.00
$2,200.00

$41,695.60

SANITATION:
AVRRD; Tipping Fees
Coos County Recycling Center; Columbia's
Share
Coos County Transfer Station Account;
Solid Waste Disposal

$10,200.38
$3,852.48
$21,170.88
$35,223.74
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HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:
MAINTENANCE - SUMMER ROADS:
Berlin Insulation; Roadside Mowing
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.;
Dozer, dumptruck, backhoe &
excavator rental, labor, rockraking,
moving equipment, etc.
Chase, Chris; Culvert replacement
Cloutier Sand & Gravel; Grading & Gravel
Dostie, Donald; Gravel
Jeffers, Clark Jr.; Trucking
Northern Human Services; Roadside Trash Pick-up
Northern New England Field Services; Replacing
Culvert
P.A. Hicks & Sons; Culverts
Pike Industries, Inc.; Cold Patch
Tallmage, Bill; Gravel
Treasurer, State of New Hampshire; Road Signs

$6,628.50

$2,378.00
$275.00
$51,782.08
$15,735.75
$816.00
$170.00
$1,030.00
$1,956.29
$184.80
$75.00
$95.82
$81,127.24

WINTER ROADS:
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.; Thawing culvert
Cargill Incorporated; Road Salt*
Cloutier Sand & Gravel, Inc.; Plowing Contract

$460.00
$5,082.52
$82,917.48
$88,460.00

*Reimbursed by plowing contractor.
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MERIDAN HILL ROAD BRIDGE:
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.
Trucking, etc.
Cloutier Sand & Gravel, Inc.
Excavator, Gravel, Dump truck,
Picking up Temporary Bridge,
Set up bridge decking, grader,
Dostie, Donald; Gravel
Horizons Engineering; Hydrology Study
King, Charlotte; Reimbursement for use of land
Peterson, Frederick; Reimbursement for
use of land
Pike Industries, Inc.; Gravel
Poulin, Victor; Gravel
Treasurer, State of NH; Wetlands Permit
VR Concrete, Inc.; Building Bridge
Winterset, Inc; Temporary Bridge Rental

$2,185.00

$22,625.33
$2,968.50
$6,700.00
$100.00
$100.00
$874.78
$120.00
$600.00
$278,510.00
$14,344.00
$329,127.61 *

*Includes amount used from
Trust Funds - $101,515.00
LIBRARY:
Colebrook Public Library;
2013 Appropriation

$2,975.00

TOWN POOR:
C. Bean Transport; Oil

$831.00
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CEMETERIES:
Gooch, Robert, Jr.; Mowing
Parkhurst, Sheila; Mowing

$345.00
$4,084.85
$4,429.85

STATE & COUNTY:
Campbell, Stacey; Recording Fees
Coos County Registry of Deeds;
Recording Fees, Redemptions &
Postage
Department of Agriculture; Dog
Licenses
King, Frederick, Treasurer; Coos County
Taxes
Treasurer, State of New Hampshire;
Vital Statistics

$102.00

$428.46
$325.50
$368,619.00

$150.00
$369,624.96
SCHOOL DISTRICT:
Columbia School District

$1,281,536.00

MISCELLANEOUS:
LAND & BUILDING APPRAISALS:
Allen, Steven M.; General Assessing
& Cyclical Evaluations

$18,600.00

REFUNDS/ABATEMENTS:
Ainsworth, Herbie; 2013 Property Tax Refund
CoreLogic; 2014 Property Tax Refund
Fellbaum, Ralph; 2014 Property Tax Refund
Marquis, Jeremie; 2013 Property Tax Refund
Sweatt, Myra; Motor Vehicle Reimbursement

$161.00
$1,660.00
$51.00
$14.00
$61.00
$1,947.00
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REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:
NH Association of Assessing Officials;
2013 Dues
NH City & Town Clerks' Association
2013 Dues
NH Municipal Association; 2012 Dues
NH Tax Collectors' Association;
2013 Dues

$20.00
$20.00
$950.00
$20.00
$1,010.00

TAXES BOUGHT BY TOWN:
Town of Columbia; Purchase of 2013
Tax Liens

$55,760.38

PATRIOTIC PURPOSES:
Colebrook Kiwanis Club; Fireworks
Geo. L. O'Neil Post #62; Flags

$750.00
$100.00
$850.00

TRANSFER MONIES:
Trustees of Trust Funds

GRAND TOTAL OF PAYMENTS

$10,000.00

$2,586,346.09
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COOS COUNTY TRANSFER STATION
JANUARY 1, 2014- DECEMBER 31, 2014
RECEIPTS:
Town of Stewartstown
Town of Columbia
Town of Lemington
Stewartstown Residents;
Building Debris, tires, etc.
Columbia Residents;
Building Debris, tires, etc.
Lemington Residents;
Building Debris, tires, etc.
All Metal Recycling
Beecher Falls Redemption
Planet Aid

$55,089.10
$21,170.88
$4,644.13

TOTAL RECEIPTS:

$91,085.55

$2,035.00
$1,334.00
$106.00
$4,274.00
$2,368.94
$63.50

PAYMENTS:
C.D.S. Portable Toilets
Campbell, Donald; Reimbursement
for purchase of door
Carney, Jesse; Plowing
Caron, Phillip; Compacting, etc.
Coos County
Goudreau Welding; Welding
Northeast Resource Recovery
Association, Tires, electronics, etc.
Normandeau Trucking, Inc.; Trucking
Owen, Daniel; Labor
P.A. Hicks & Sons; Supplies
S & S Electric; Electrical work
Searle Burner; Repairs
Wells, Jennifer; Treasurer

$2,604.04
$42,952.95
$1,440.00
$1,432.65
$724.43
$101.00
$150.00

TOTAL PAYMENTS

$91,085.55

Jennifer L. Wells
Treasurer

$1,200.00
$287.10
$4,160.00
$8,315.00
$26,000.00
$1,718.38

COOS COUNTY TRANSFER STATION
JANUARY 1, 2014- DECEMBER 31, 2014
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COOS COUNTY TRANSFER STATION
INFORMATIONAL SHEET
HOURS OF OPERATION:
(246‐7112)

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8:00 – 12:00
CLOSED
8:00 – 12:00
8:00 – 12:00
12:00 – 4:00
8:00 – 4:00
CLOSED

FEES ARE CHARGED AS FOLLOWS:
Propane Tanks:
1 lb.
$ 1.00
20 lb.
$ 2.00
30 lbs. through 100 lbs.
$22.00
Tires:
Up to 20”
$ 2.00
20” – 24”
$ 7.00
Over 24”
$20.00
NO SKIDDER TIRES WILL BE ACCEPTED.
Televisions:
24” and smaller
$ 5.00
25” – 37”
$10.00
38” – 70”
$20.00
Batteries
No Charge
Brush, leaves & unfinished wood
No Charge (place on burn pile)
Clothes/Shoes/Bedding/Linens
No Charge
Computer Screens (desktops)
$ 5.00
Computers (CPUs)
$ 5.00
Fluorescent Lamps
No Charge
Mattress and Box Springs
$10.00
Plywood, painted/stained wood, treated
wood, household debris
$25.00/per cubic
Refrigerators/Air Conditioners
$ 5.00
Rugs
$ 5.00
Scrap Metals
No Charge (place on metal pile)
Sheetrock – per cubic yard
$50.00
Shingles – per cubic yard
$50.00
Sinks/Toilets
$ 6.00
Sofas
$20.00
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Stoves/Appliances
Tubs/Shower Stalls
Upholstered Chairs/Recliners

No Charge
$10.00
$10.00

PLEASE RECYCLE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:
ITEM
Glass

INCLUDES
All glass bottles & jars

Aluminum Cans

Beer, soda & food tins

Cardboard

Double walled boxes

PREPARATIONS
Wash food out of all containers

Empty and rinse out
Remove labels
Steel/Tin Cans All steel, tin or metal cans
Empty and rinse out
Remove labels
Plastic Bottles Soda, water & liquor bottles Empty and rinse out
Remove caps
Plastic house‐
hold bottles Detergent, shampoo, etc.
Empty and rinse out
Remove caps
Plastic jugs
Milk & water jugs
Empty and rinse out
Remove caps
Paper:
Newspaper
Catalogs (soft cover books)
Brown paper bags
Chipboard (cereal, shoe boxes, etc.)
Computer Paper
Egg cartons
Envelopes
Fax Paper
Hard cover books (with covers removed)
Junk Mail
Magazines
Manila Envelopes
Office Paper
Telephone books
White or colored paper
Remove all tape and staples. Flatten boxes
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.
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The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.

Arf)

Q,a-* f fr,j!, Pu-c
October 28.2014
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
11
tl

Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.
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Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.

76

*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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Executive Council
JOSEPH D. KENNEY
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOFI
DISTRICT ONE

STATE HOUSE FOOM 207
107 NORTH MAIN STREET

coNcoRD,

NH 03s01
{603) 271-36s2

January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT
On the following pages, is my report for the year ending December
31, 2014, along with a list of unpaid taxes as of that date.
Below is a graph showing the unpaid taxes at the end of each of the
last five years. At the end of this fiscal year, we had 8% of our 2014
property taxes listed as unpaid. This, of course, changes from day to day.
The amount unpaid as of the printing of this report will be less.
During tax time, I’m in the office on Saturday from 10:00 – 12:00.
During the rest of the year, Marcia, as the Deputy Tax Collector, is
available to accept tax payments and to answer any questions that you
might have.
Garry R. Parkhurst
Tax Collector
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1, 2014 - DECEMBER 31, 2014
DEBITS
Levy for 2014

Uncollected Taxes ‐ 1/1/2014:
Property Tax
Land Use Change Tax
Timber Tax
Prior Year's Credit Balance
This Year's New Credits

Taxes Committed:
Property Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Timber Tax
Excavation Tax
Overpayment/Refunds:
Credits Refunded
Interest ‐ Late Taxes
TOTAL DEBITS:

Levy for 2013

$133,374.55
$2,980.00
$322.89
‐$2,299.04
‐$4,598.42

$1,779,586.00
$8,700.00
$17,980.28
$391.34

$1,660.00
$1,151.85

$7,593.69

$1,802,572.01

$144,271.13
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1, 2014 - DECEMBER 31, 2014
CREDITS
Levy for 2014

Remitted to Treasurer:
Property Tax
Land Use Change Tax
Timber Tax
Interest & Penalties
Excavation Tax
Converted to Liens (Principal Only)
Prior Year Overpayment
Assigned
Abatements:
Property Tax
Land Use Change Tax
Uncollected Taxes ‐ 12/31/2014:
Property Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Timber Tax
Property Tax Credit Balance
TOTAL CREDITS

$1,642,551.61
$8,700.00
$6,940.93
$1,151.85
$391.34

Levy for 2013

$80,918.87
$2,150.00
$322.89
$7,593.69
$51,282.84

‐$2,289.14

$649.00

$1,172.84
$830.00

$136,385.39
$11,039.35
‐$2,948.32
$1,802,572.01

$144,271.13
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1, 2014 - DECEMBER 31, 2014
Levy of 2013

Levy of 2012

Levy of 2011

Unredeemed & Executed Liens:
Unredeemed Liens ‐ 1/1/2014:
Liens Executed during year
Interest & Costs Collected

$27,820.14

$14,131.54

$55,760.38
$1,563.47

$3,528.12

$5,674.87

TOTAL LIEN DEBITS

$57,323.85

$31,348.26

$19,806.41

Redemptions
Inerest & Costs Collected
Abatements of Unredeemed
Liens
Unredeemed Liens ‐ 12/31/14:

$22,056.97
$1,563.47

$10,222.06
$3,528.12

$13,996.20
$5,674.87

$33,703.41

$134.29
$17,463.79

$135.34
$0.00

TOTAL LIEN CREDITS

$57,323.85

$31,348.26

$19,806.41

Remitted to Treasurer:
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1, 2014 - DECEMBER 31, 2014
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1, 2014 - DECEMBER 31, 2014
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1, 2014 - DECEMBER 31, 2014
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UNPAID TAXES

UNCOLLECTED 2014 PROPERTY TAXES:
lst Installment 2nd Installment
Abbott, Valerie & Steven
Adair, Wallace & Faith
Alexander, James & Laura
Alexander, James & Laura
Bell, Raymond
Bell, Raymond
Bell, Raymond
Bell, Raymond
Bell, Raymond
Bell, Raymond
Bell, Raymond
Beloin, Allen
Boisvert, Quinton
Bossey, Robert & Kim
Boucher, Helen
Boucher, Helen
Boucher, Helen
Boucher, James
Boucher, James
Boudle, Corey
Bouthillier, Martha
Bradley, George & Beverly
Bruens, George
Bunnell, Dean & Janet
Busfield, J. Scott
Carette, Donald & Joanne
Carette, Donald & Joanne
Carroll, Anna
Cass, Charles, Shawn, etc.
Cass, Jacqueline
Chaney, Michael
Chapple, Patricia
Clifford, Don & Margaret
Cummings, William & Noelle
Davis, Donald
Davis, Edward & Suzanne
Day, Howard
Donovan, Dwayne & Loretta
Donovan, Robert & Barbara
Drozdowski, Robert
Drozdowski, Robert
Dupont, Ronald
Eastman, Gary & Mann, Denise

$798.00
$740.00
$49.00
$1,118.00

$351.00
$1,023.00

$200.00

$583.00

$458.00
$1,082.00
$92.00

$70.31
$471.00

$978.00
$907.00
$52.00
$1,365.00
$5.00
$280.00
$555.00
$1,632.00
$28.00
$61.00
$2.00
$429.00
$1,178.00
$1,254.00
$5.00
$444.00
$1.00
$1.00
$1,502.00
$245.00
$1,082.00
$60.00
$625.00
$627.28
$714.00
$3.00
$3.00
$562.00
$263.00
$1,326.00
$113.00
$1,372.19
$1,744.00
$103.00
$843.00
$577.00
$366.00
$438.00
$1,628.00
$16.00
$15.00
$1,331.00
$807.00

*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*

*

*
*
*
*
*
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UNPAID TAXES

lst Installment 2nd Installment
Estes, Clifford
$63.00
Ewing, Sharon
$1,198.78
$1,516.00
Fagan, Shawn et als
$1,721.00 *
Falcucci, Angelo
$223.00
$274.00
Fedrick, Claire (Trustee)
$274.00
$336.00
Feltham, Richard
$430.62
$392.00 *
Feltham, Richard
$6.00 *
Feltham, Richard
$6.00 *
Feltham, Richard
$245.00 *
Flanders, Clayton & Sally
$142.00 *
Fogg, Kevin & Alana
$1.00
Fournier, Chad & Christie
$258.00
$317.00 *
Gamache, Ricky
$275.00
Gardner, Kristin
$3.12
Gervais, Michael
$101.04
Giordano, Larry & Eileen
$1,490.00 *
Goodwin, John
$583.00
$714.00
Gould, Gregory
$102.00
$125.00
Griffin, Julianne Trustee
$11.00
$1,313.00
$1,382.00
Haggerty, Glenn & Thompson, Kris
Hamel, Derek
$958.00
$1,175.00
Hand, Dean & Rose
$255.00
Harding, Lorraine
$1,117.00
Harriman, Maurice
$284.00
$348.00
Hastings, Kenneth & Loria
$1,258.47
Haynes, Albert
$109.00
Heath, Joseph & Mary
$1,230.92 *
Hebert, Ann
$2,898.00
Hebert, Ann
$2.00
Hebert, Ann
$3.00
Hodgkins, Roger & Maryse
$281.00
Howland, Pamela
$245.56
$307.00
Huntley, David
$1,502.00 *
Hurley, Phillip & Robin
$710.13
Hyatt Realty Trust
$612.00
Jandreau, Timmy
$1,040.00
Kaiser, Brian
$4.00
Kasparek, John
$1,435.00 *
Kenney, Evelyn et als
$636.86 *
Lamontagne, Jesse
$667.00 *
Lanciani, Kevin & Wendy
$973.00
$1,191.00
Lanciani, Kevin & Wendy
$2.00
$3.00
LaPerle, Brian
$6.00 *
Laros, Charles & Barbara
$1,491.00 *
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UNPAID TAXES

lst Installment 2nd Installment
Laycock, Barron
Laycock, Barron
Laycock, Barron
Leavenworth, Michelle
Leavenworth, Ronald & Michelle
Leavenworth, Ronald & Michelle
Lentz, Dennis
Lesperance, Billy
Lewis, Gregory & Linda
Limoges, Karen
Locke, Daniel & Jacqueline
Lynch, Dana
MacLure, Robert & Wendy
Marcotte, Russell
Marrone, Joseph
McGee, Kevin & Laura
McKennes, John
McNelly, Richard Jr. & Jennifer
Miles, Richard & Linda
Mills, Ellen
Mills, Laura
Mitchell, Eric
Moran, John & Rosanna
Moran, John & Rosanna
Moran, John & Rosanna
Nicholls, William
Noklund, Sigmund
Noyes, Deborah
Osgood, Frederick Jr. & Wanita
Pageot, Jennifer
Paquette, Melanie
Parker, Ronald & Marie
Pearson, Carlton & Katherine
Perry, Wade
Peterson, Christopher & Tracey
Poindexter, Laurence
Rella, Paul & Valerie
Rella, Paul & Valerie
Reynolds, Daniel
Riberdy, Maureen
Richards, Craig & Elizabeth
Richer, Brian & Diane
Rienecker, Carl & Victoria
Riley, Francis & C arol
Rist, Harold Jr.
Roux, Pamela et als
Secret Order of Water Buffalo
Smith, Frederick B.
Smith, Gregory & Ellen
Smith, Jonathan L.
Smith, Jonathan L.

$148.00
$1,748.00
$68.00
$660.00
$604.00
$309.00
$302.00
$173.00
$786.00
$969.35

$1,795.00

$1,550.47
$201.00
$59.00
$84.00
$58.00
$1,578.00

$137.00
$740.00
$1,836.00
$19.00
$1,392.00

$456.00
$13.00
$42.00
$6.00
$106.00
$93.00
$4.00
$181.00
$267.58
$2,144.00
$1,420.00
$82.00
$809.00
$740.00
$380.00
$368.00
$821.00
$213.00
$584.00
$964.00
$1,007.00
$1,222.00
$12.00
$10.00
$7.00
$349.00
$275.00
$898.08
$2,201.00
$797.00
$701.00
$1,541.00
$856.00
$2,432.00
$1,670.00
$246.00
$67.00
$95.00
$71.00
$1,933.00
$507.00
$160.00
$181.00
$1,207.00
$168.00
$144.00
$907.00
$2,249.00
$897.00
$22.00
$1,707.00

*
*
*
*
*
*

*

*
*
*
*
*
*

*

*
*
*

*

*
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UNPAID TAXES

lst Installment 2nd Installment
Spaulding, David & Haynes, Linda
St. Clair, Darrin & Melissa
St. Clair, Mark
Stewart, William J. Trustee
Stone, Elwin
Sullivan, Charles
Sweatt, Stewart Jr.
Tessier, Amy
Tetreault, Ryan & Lori
Tillotson, James & Kasilyn
Wells, Daniel I.
Wells, Daniel I.
Wells, Daniel I.
West River Road, LLC
Westover, Joyce Trustee
Whittier-Fadden, Heather
Williams, Brett & Kay
Williams, Kenneth & Donnell, Nath
Wilson, Allison

$1,288.55
$551.00
$1,129.00
$857.00

$672.08
$1,160.00
$43.00
$35.00
$2.00
$48.00

$153.00

TOTALS

$35,035.72

$1,587.00
$676.00
$1,520.00
$1,382.00
$1,050.00
$1,482.00
$502.00
$843.00
$1,734.00
$1,422.00
$46.00
$42.00
$7.00
$59.00
$999.00
$180.00
$383.00
$187.00
$71.00

*

*
*
*
*

*
*
*

$101,349.67

2014 UNCOLLECTED YIELD TAX:
Lemington Timber Company
Wells, Daniel I.

$8,906.27
$2,133.08
TOTAL

$11,039.35

UNCOLLECTED PROPERTY TAX LIENS:
Levy of 2013
Adair, Wallace & Faith
Alexander, James & Laura
Alexander, James & Laura
Boudle, Corey
Brooks, Marion
Busfield, J. Scott
Carroll, Anna
Cass, Jacqueline
Chaney, Michael
Davis, Edward & Suzanne
Falcucci, Angelo
Fredrick, Claire (Trustee)
Gould, Gregory
Hamel, Derek
Harriman, Maurice

$1,597.31
$140.72
$3,049.25
$457.28
$831.48 *
$1,202.90
$540.13
$2,318.65
$230.56
$1,029.92
$506.85
$170.55
$251.63
$1,844.41
$635.53
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UNPAID TAXES

Lanciani, Kevin & Wendy
Lanciani, Kevin & Wendy
Limoges, Karen
Lynch, Dana
MacLure, Robert & Wendy
McNelly, Richard A., Jr. & Jennifer
Mills, Ellen
Osgood, Frederick & Wanita
Poindexter, Laurence
Rella, Paul & Valerie
Rella, Paul & Valerie
Reynolds, Daniel
Riberdy, Maureen
Rist, Harold Jr.
Stewart, William, Trustee
West River Road, LLC
TOTAL

$2,065.60
$17.31
$3,724.46
$178.87
$1,428.54
$402.45
$1,690.10
$3,823.54
$69.58
$159.70
$190.45
$158.82
$2,154.74 *
$325.47
$2,417.58
$89.03
$33,703.41

Levy of 2012
Alexander, James & Laura
Boudle, Corey
Brooks, Marion
Busfield, J. Scott
Cass, Jacqueline
Chaney, Michael
Davis, Edward & Suzanne
Falcucci, Angelo
Goodwin, John
Limoges, Karen
Lynch, Dana
MacLure, Robert & Wendy
Mills, Ellen
Osgood, Frederick & Wanita
Reynolds, Daniel
Stewart, William, Trustee

$1,811.04
$101.98
$433.16 *
$1,121.72
$1,569.16
$276.25
$960.84
$475.02
$111.14
$3,467.79
$241.54
$1,330.98
$1,574.94
$3,030.13
$150.08
$808.02
TOTAL

$17,463.79

*Indicates paid after 12/31/2014.
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PLANNING BOARD REPORT
We issued a total of 25 zoning compliance certificates for 2014. Nine (9)
were for residential structures. Camps and seasonal homes are included in
this amount. Thirteen (13) were for accessory structures. We also issued
certificates for:
One (1) sign
Two (2) seasonal campers
One (1) voluntary merger

We approved one (1) site plan and there were two (2) technical
subdivisions (no new lots created) this year.
The total collected and deposited with the Town Treasurer is as follows:
ZCCs

$ 950.00

Site Plans

$ 386.10

Subdivisions

$ 388.00

After-the-fact fees

$ 150.00

TOTAL

$1,874.10

This year the Board adopted a new model of subdivision regulations. We
also are currently working on updating the Master Plan, which was last
done in 2007, and welcome anyone to join us if they would like to help.
We strive to keep all of the information and forms you may need for zoning
and planning on the website which is www.columbianh.org. Our monthly
meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at 4:30 pm.
All are always welcome to come in for any help needed.
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In 1995, RSA 675:39-a was enacted giving landowners the option to
voluntarily merge contiguous parcels of land for municipal regulation and
taxation purposes. It was amended in 2010 to specifically prohibit a
municipality from merging parcels of land without the consent of the
landowner.
The legislature further enacted RSA 675:39-aa the next year, providing a
process for the restoration of previously involuntarily merged lots – parcels
of land that municipalities had merged without the consent of the owner
under zoning ordinance merger provisions. These merger provisions are
now no longer allowed. Landowners have until December 31, 2016, to
request that previously involuntarily merged lots be restored back to their
pre-merged status.
Respectfully submitted,

Stacey Campbell
Land Use Secretary
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.
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The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.

Arf)

Q,a-* f fr,j!, Pu-c
October 28.2014
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
11
tl

Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.
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Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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Executive Council
JOSEPH D. KENNEY
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOFI
DISTRICT ONE

STATE HOUSE FOOM 207
107 NORTH MAIN STREET

coNcoRD,

NH 03s01
{603) 271-36s2

January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.

69-

The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
11
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Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.
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Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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Executive Council
JOSEPH D. KENNEY
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOFI
DISTRICT ONE

STATE HOUSE FOOM 207
107 NORTH MAIN STREET

coNcoRD,

NH 03s01
{603) 271-36s2

January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.
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The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
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Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.

74

Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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Executive Council
JOSEPH D. KENNEY
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOFI
DISTRICT ONE

STATE HOUSE FOOM 207
107 NORTH MAIN STREET

coNcoRD,

NH 03s01
{603) 271-36s2

January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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CRAhTH

27? Main Street
Lancaster, NH 03584
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Oatl 603.788.4S28
Fax 603.788 3830
craneandbellcpa$.com
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.
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The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.

Arf)

Q,a-* f fr,j!, Pu-c
October 28.2014
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
11
tl

Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.

73

Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.
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Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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Executive Council
JOSEPH D. KENNEY
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOFI
DISTRICT ONE

STATE HOUSE FOOM 207
107 NORTH MAIN STREET

coNcoRD,

NH 03s01
{603) 271-36s2

January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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CRAhTH

27? Main Street
Lancaster, NH 03584
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Oatl 603.788.4S28
Fax 603.788 3830
craneandbellcpa$.com
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.
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The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.

Arf)

Q,a-* f fr,j!, Pu-c
October 28.2014
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
11
tl

Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.
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Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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Executive Council
JOSEPH D. KENNEY
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOFI
DISTRICT ONE

STATE HOUSE FOOM 207
107 NORTH MAIN STREET

coNcoRD,

NH 03s01
{603) 271-36s2

January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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CRAhTH

27? Main Street
Lancaster, NH 03584
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Oatl 603.788.4S28
Fax 603.788 3830
craneandbellcpa$.com
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.
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The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.

Arf)

Q,a-* f fr,j!, Pu-c
October 28.2014
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
11
tl

Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.
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Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.
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The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.

Arf)

Q,a-* f fr,j!, Pu-c
October 28.2014
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
11
tl

Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.
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Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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Executive Council
JOSEPH D. KENNEY
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOFI
DISTRICT ONE

STATE HOUSE FOOM 207
107 NORTH MAIN STREET

coNcoRD,

NH 03s01
{603) 271-36s2

January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.
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The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
11
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Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.
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Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.

75

From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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Executive Council
JOSEPH D. KENNEY
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOFI
DISTRICT ONE

STATE HOUSE FOOM 207
107 NORTH MAIN STREET

coNcoRD,

NH 03s01
{603) 271-36s2

January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.

69-

The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
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Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.
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Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief

77

Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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Executive Council
JOSEPH D. KENNEY
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOFI
DISTRICT ONE

STATE HOUSE FOOM 207
107 NORTH MAIN STREET

coNcoRD,

NH 03s01
{603) 271-36s2

January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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CRAhTH

27? Main Street
Lancaster, NH 03584
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Oatl 603.788.4S28
Fax 603.788 3830
craneandbellcpa$.com
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.
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The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.

Arf)

Q,a-* f fr,j!, Pu-c
October 28.2014
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
11
tl

Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.
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Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).

7B

Executive Council
JOSEPH D. KENNEY
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOFI
DISTRICT ONE

STATE HOUSE FOOM 207
107 NORTH MAIN STREET

coNcoRD,

NH 03s01
{603) 271-36s2

January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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CRAhTH

27? Main Street
Lancaster, NH 03584
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Oatl 603.788.4S28
Fax 603.788 3830
craneandbellcpa$.com
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.
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The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.

Arf)

Q,a-* f fr,j!, Pu-c
October 28.2014
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
11
tl

Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.
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Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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HEADWATERS SUBCOMMITTEE,
of the CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
ANNUAL REPORT
The Headwaters Subcommittee of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) is
comprised of members appointed by the selectboards of the towns on the Upper Connecticut
River. The Subcommittee serves as a means of providing local input on projects proposed on the
Connecticut River and advice on maintaining good water quality and habitat. Staff support
continued to be provided by North Country Council through a cooperative agreement between
CRIC and Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission with funding from the
states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Committee met 4 times

o
.
o
o
o
o
o

in20l4.

Some of the accomplishments:

Reviewed all applications submitted pursuant to NH Rivers Management & Protection
Program requirements.
Made arrangements for Connecticut River Watershed Council assistance for engineering
study of Bissell Brook erosion where erosion threatens popular multiuse trail.
Distributed the updated the CRJC Recreation Management Plan.
Met with NHDES and TransCanada officials to discuss mutual interest in manaqement of
Murphy Dam with regard for habitat and safety.
Participated in plans for increased water quality monitoring.
Participated in discussions about possible changes to fishing regulations in certain areas
to ensure long term sustainability of the fisheries to support the local economy.
Facilitated communication between landowners, concemed citizens and state agency
personnel to ensure concerns about water quality issues were followed up on.

Meetings are planned quarterly in2015, or more frequently if needed for permit reviews. Notices
of meetings will be available at town offtces and on
, Meetings are open to the
public. There are also currently several openings on the Subcommittee for individuals interested
in being members. Contact Chairman Ed Mellett at 603-636-2630 or
go denro ck f arm@hotmai 1. c o m for more inform ati o n.
1

New Hampshire

Members:

Pittsburg - John Amey, Alan Williams
Clarksville - Alan Karg
Stewartstown - Allen Coats
Colebrook - Kevin McKinnon,Lany
Rappaport, April Hyde (alt.)
Columbia - Kenneth Hastings, Bill
Schomburg
Stratford - Gary Paquette
Northumberland - Edwin Mellett

Vermont Members:
Canaan- Tom Caron

Lemington- Vacant
Bloomfield- Denault Routhier
Brunswick- Brendan Whittaker
Maidstone- Louis Lamoureux
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27? Main Street
Lancaster, NH 03584
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Fax 603.788 3830
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ACCOUNTANTS' COMPILATION REPORT

To the Town of Columbia,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and the general fund budgetary comparison of Town of
Columbia, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2013 , which collectively compose the Town's basic
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying
financial statements and supplementary schedules and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide
any assurance about whether the financial statements and supplementary schedules are in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
The management of Town of Columbia is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements and supplementary schedules in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and for designing, implementing, and maintaining internal
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary
schedules.

Our responsibilrty is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting qnd Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The
objective of a compilation is to assist the management of Town of Columbia in presenting financial
information inthe form of financial statements and supplementary schedules without undertaking to
obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the
financial staf ements and supp lementary schedules.

Management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 7 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis. Sugh information, although not a required part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical
context. We have compiled the supplementary information from information that is the representation of
managemenf. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the supplementary information included in
management's discussion and analysis.
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The supplementary information contained in Schedules 1 through 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. The supplementary information has
been compiled from inforrrr-ationthat is the representation of management. We have not audited or
reviewed the supplementary information and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on such supplementary information.

Arf)

Q,a-* f fr,j!, Pu-c
October 28.2014
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF'COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR EI\DED DECEMBER 31. 2013

Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31,2013. Responsibilrty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position, and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.

The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.

Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serye as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:

1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Slatements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's finances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net position presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position
may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or
deteriorating.

The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying
event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and
expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods
(for example, uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the Town that are principally
supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that
are intended to recover all or a significant portion oftheir costs through user fees and charges (businesstype activities). The governmental activities of the Town include, among others, general government,
public safegr, and highway maintenance and construction. Business-type activities of the Town consist of
the water distribution system and sewage collection and treatment.

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this report.
11
tl

Fund Financisl Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of soendable
resources, as well as on balances ofspendable resources available at the end ofthe fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements, By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing

decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fund to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 10 to 14 of this report.

Fiduciaryfunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs,
The basic fiduciary fund financial statements can be found on page 15 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be found
on pages 16 to 29 ofthis report.

Other information

ln addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
other supplementary information which consists of the statement of estimated and actual revenues for the
general fund, and statement of appropriations, expendifures and encumbrances for the general fund, found
on pages 30 to 33 ofthis report.
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and operations for the past two years are summarized below based
on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.

Statement of Net Position
The Town's net position at December 31,2013 was $880,244, a decreas e of $21,266 or 2.4o/o from
December 3I,2012. There were no capital asset additions in 2013.
Governmental

Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation

$

Total assets
Current and other liabilities:
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities
Total liabilities
Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Permanently restricted
Temporarily restricted for -

Capital acquisition
Cemetery maintenance
Perpetual care

20t2

$
623,600
1,661,780

1,024,063

1,038,180

$

637,831

t,661,994

787,536

760,384

78t,s36

760,384

623,600

637,831

? 00?

3,003

114,359

l04,lg0

12

Unrestricted
Total net oosition

2013

13q.270
880,244 $

10

156.486
901,510

largest component of net position, $623,600, is the Town,s investment in capital assets (e.g., land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment, and infrastructure), which reflects estimated orieinal cost of those
assets less accumulated depreciation and related debt.

fh9

An additional $3,003 of net position represents permanently restricted funds. By the terms of the trusts

that gave rise to these funds, the permanently restricted portion may not be expended, but must be held in
peryetuity to generate income for use by the Town in maintaining its cemeteries.
Temporarily restricted net position represent funds set aside by the Town in capital reserve for future
acquisition of capital assets, or funds designated for other specific purposes.
Unrestricted net position is available to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.
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Statement of Activities
Governmental activities decreased the Town's net position by $21,266 during 2013, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities below.
Governmental

Activities
2013
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues

20t2

$204$

3,069
9,539

35,642

3

3s,846

4t,606

345,586
41,777
387,363

2gl,34g

Total revenues

423,209

377,33s

Program expenses:
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets

148,049
57,169
1q5 ?)'/

135,4t2

General revenues:
Taxes, licenses, and fees
All other revenues
Total general revenues

Solid waste
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Total expenses

{

| /\\

8,350

3,825

44,380

33s,729

45,307
176,320
28,407
7,687

444,47 5

3,825
396,952

Change in net position

(2r,266)

(19,617)

Net position, beginning

901,5 r 0

921,t27

Net position, ending

-$---q!924- $ eq]l]!-

Significant variations in revenues between years are summarized as follows:
. Increase in all taxes, licenses, and fees of $54,237 is mainly due to an increase in appropriations
of $53 ,923 offset by an increase in use of fund balance of $ 10,000 which results in an increase in
the amount of property taxes raised.
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
' Increase in general government of $12,637 is mainly due to nonrecurring repairs in 2013 to the
town hall.
' Increase in public safety of $ 1 1,868 was due to an increase in dispatch fees which is based on the
volume of calls in the previous year.
'r Increase in highways and streets of $19,007 is mainly due to nonrecuming road projects.
Increase in solid waste expense of $3,348 is due to an increase in the Town,s share of the ioint
venture transfer station expenses.

74

Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on nearterm inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measuie of
a govefilment's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2013 , $739,270 of fund balance was available for spending at the Town's discretion. The
remainder of the fund balance is considered either nonspendable, restricied, committed, or assigned as
defined by fund balance definitions. These fund balance definitions can be found in Note I.G. in the notes
to the financial statements.
General fund budgetary highlights
Actual revenues generated by the general fund in 2013 exceeded amounts budgeted by $36,046 as shown
in Exhibit E of the financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:

.
.

Greater than anticipated property tax revenue of $4,1 76.
Greater than anticipated licenses, permits and fees revenue of $31,834.

Appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $46,738, as shown in Exhibit E of the basic financial
statements. The major component of this favorable variance was:

'
'.
'

Less than anticipated general government expenditures totaling $r6.705.
Less than anticipated highways, streets, and bridges expenditures of $21,160.
Less than anticipated solid waste expenditures totaling $3,245.
Less than anticipated health and welfare expenditures totaling $5,700.

Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountabilrty. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office. P.O. Box 157.
Columbia, New Hampshire 03576, or call (603)237-5255.
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From lhe desk of:
45th Psrallel EMS
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
603-237-s593
603-237-5596

45th Parallel EMS Annual Report
February 412015

al The 45th continues to experience a steady 9ll

call and patient interfacility transfer
volume; however, due to several reasons our staff has been dwindling as in previous
years. We are constantly attempting recruit and train new personnel from EMTs to
Paramedics. This situation/trend will take time and funds to reverse.

*

On the bright side, all is not lost. We have been able, through some very creative
planning and research, to significantly reduce our workman's compensation annual cost,
which has enabled the 45th to level fund this year. We fully realize in these times that
this is of utmost importance.

rl

We have sent out specifications to several ambulance vendors; we expect to have a new
ambulance in our station by late spring of this year. This purchase is desperately needed
to continue the prompt efhcient service that is enjoyed today.

=L Two new part-time employees are currently being trained

and cleared to function on their

own within the next several weeks.

*

By the end of this year two new paramedics that are in class for the 45th will be cleared
for full duty, enabling better 911 and transfer calls responses.

*

The EMT/Firefighter Program atthe Canaan School is continuing to be very well
received. All the students enrolled in the class are enthusiastic and are servicins as role
models for younger students.
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*

The 45th is striving to upgrade our aging medical equipment through creative financing
and grants. Hopefully this year we will upgrade our cardiac monitors.

.l

We are, as always, very appreciative of the invaluable assistance received from the local
fire departments, without their responses the tasks we must complete on medical calls,
motor vehicle collisions and ATV / snow machine collisions would be extremelv

difficult.

"*

The 45th has responded to a wide variety of calls in the local area and transferred patients
all over New England and Canada in the past year. Below is a synopsis of numbers:

o
o
o
*

91i calls for service---561
Request for responses to other towns---49

Interfacility transfers---259

This report would be in any form incomplete, if recognition and thanks was not expressed
to the 4lthParaIlel Board of Directors, the very dedicated staff that have been here since
the beginning and most importafily to Mr. Robert Darling, Past Chief of the 45th, who
has chosen to step down as Chief. Chief Darling had a monumental tasks at hand when
he was hired, completed them with skill and determination. We all thank him for his
service as Chief of the 45th Parallel EMS.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Watkins, NRP,Interim Chief
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Connecticut River Joint Commissions - 2074 Town Report
CRJC's mission is to preserve the visual and ecological integrity and
sustainable working landscape of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide its
growth and development through grassroots leadership. Five local river
subcommittees carry out this work with a corps of over l-00 volunteers.
Education and Engogement
The Connecticut River Joint Commissions have continued to educate
and engage citizens about the River and the economic and
environmental health of the entire region in Vermont and New
Hampshire.
During FY 14 the CRJC meetings offered a series of educational
presentations:

o

Nature Conservancy River Scientist Katie Kennedy spoke on a
river flow model for the Connecticut River watershed.
US Forest Service Biologist Nancy Ketcham talked about the post- Hurricane lrene river
recovery efforts on the White River.
Commissioner Cleve Kapala provided a report on the status of the FERC relicensing activity and
the effects that the closure of Vermont Yankee would have on the process.
Carol Foss, NH Audubon Society led a discussion about the tar sands oil issue and potential
environmental impacts for Northern New England,
Connecticut River Watershed Council River Steward Ron Rhodes spoke about Clean Water
Future's crowd funding to remove invasive species, stabilize a trail and trout stream, and
support Paddle with a Purpose aquatic invasives mitigation project.
Emily Bird of the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission provided a
presentation about the Long lsland Sound Total Maximum Daily Load pollution reduction initiative
that requires the cooperation of municipalities and citizens along the entire Connecticut River
Watershed to accomplish.

Visit our website to view a comprehensive annual report

at

or call 603-727-9484.

Richard Walling, President (NH);Tora Bamford, Vice President (VT);
Mary Sloat, Treosurer (NH); Thomas Kennedy, Secretory (VT).
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January 2015

As I start my Znd year of service to you and the State of New Hampshire in Council Distr.ict l, I am
remindful of the wonderful 35 years ofservice that the previous Councilor Raymond S. Burton gave to
the people of New Hanrpshire. He witl be deeply rnissed but not for.goften.

Govelnor Maggie Hassan

has just been re-elected and I will work with her and the NH Legislature to
solve problems, large or smalt, for the qeople of New Hampshile. Eeonomic development ir ry rop
prieiriry tbr the Northern most Council Dishict and I will work with community and business leaders to
assist in the creation ofjobs and economic opportunity, County and regional economic. development
councils coupled with community action agencies will be pufting fofth new initialives to carry out this
work and I look folward to working with them,

The NI-l Congressional Delegation - Senalor Jeanne Shaheen, $enator Kelly Ayotte, Congresswoman
Annie Kuster and Congressman Frank Guinta in joining with other New England states and Canadian
officials can cause new resources and paffnerships to be ereated to suppoft job growth.
201 5 will start anothef year of the lO-year NH H ighway Ttanspomation Planning process working
through the Regional Planning Commissions. National Infrasffucture Investments (as known * ttCnn
Discretionary Grants), plovide a unique opportunity to invest in road, rait, transit and port projeets. The
'T'r'ansportation Alternative
Frogram (TAP) graflts rEplace the'l'ransportation Enhancement qf.-f1 fot
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to School. Contact William Watson atNH DOI- for detaili aLZTl3344 or

Tlte 2015 scssion of the N}I House and Sonate will be a trying time with proposed cutbacks yet still
providing and nteeting constitutional aild stalutory needs. Be watchful of proposed legislatiotr passing
costs on to the county and local levels of government. Stay close to your local state senator and house
members,

The Governol and Council are always looking for volunteers to serve on lhe dozens of boards and
comm issions. trf you are interested please send yout resume to Governor Maggie lJassan, State I{ouse,
107 North Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 attention Jennifer Kuzma Directoi of Appointments/Liaison
ot at (603) 2'71-2121 . A cornplete list is available at the NH Secretary of State website at

My office has available inforrnational iterns: NIJ Constitutions, tourist maps, consumer hand[:ooks, etc. I
periodically send, via email, a list of nry sr:hedule for the wsek. Send file your email addrsss to be added
t0 the list if you would like at
Contact my office any time I can be of assistanoe to vou.
Joe

Entire Counlies of Coos and Grafton, the Incorporaled piace of Hale,s Location, the towns of Albany, Alton, Andover, Barilett, Brookfield,
Center Harbor, Chatham, Conway, Cornish, Croydon. Danbury, Eaton, Etfingham, Freedom, Gitford, Grantham, Harl's Location, Hill, Jackson,
Madison, Meredilh, Middleton, Milton, Moultonborough, New Durham, New Hampion, New London, Newport, Os$ipee, plainlietd, Sanbornton.
Sandwich, Springlield, Sunapee, Tamworth, Tilton, Tuftonboro, Wakefield, Wilmot, and Wolfetlolo, and the cities of Clarsmonl aild Laconia,
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2015 Town Report

Report from Your North Country Senator Jeff Woodburn

Dear Constituent,

It is an honor to serve

your State Senator representing District 1, which includes 58-rura1, nofthern
communities, encompassing 27 percent of the state's landmass. It is a region larger than two states and
17 foreign countries and containing fewer than twenty people per square mile.
as

The North Country, including the White Mountains region, has a uniquely different culture, landscape,
economy and history than the rest of the state. It is my focus to ensure that State government understands this and doesn't forget us. Our needs, challenges and opportunities are different. At the top of
my priority list is stabilizing our fragile economy while improving the quality of life for our people.
First and foremost, this means advocating for policies and projects that expand business and entrepreneurial opportunities that will raise stagnant wages.

We've made important bipartisan investments that disproportionately benefited our region in the previous session and I will fight efforts to repeal them. I will supporl our continued efforts to expand access
to health care, reduce the burden of uncompensated care at local hospitals, invest in local road and
broadband infrastructure and build a budget that reflects the needs ofrural areas.
In the Senate, my goal has been to be practical and to work with everyone to get results for our region.
But voting is only apart of my work; in the tradition of my mentor, the late Executive Councilor Ray
Burton, I have been accessible and available to my constituents, holding town hall meetings, office
hours and tours for state leaders. I have tried when possible and appropriate to bend state government to
meet the needs of rural people and rural communities.

I love being the voice for the North Country
make our beloved home so specia
Be in touch,

and am constantly inspired by our people and places that

.

if I can be of assistance to you or your community.

Regards,

Jeff Woodburn
North Country Senator

524Faraway Road, Dalton, NH 03598
Jeff. Woodburn@le g. state.nh. us

603.27t.3207
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REPORT OF COMMON TRUST FUND INVESTMENTS FOR TOWN OF COLUMBIA
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014

DESCRIPTION OF
INVESTMENTS

SUBACCOUNT
NUMBER

Ellen Cleveland Cem.
035265
Hattie Chamberlain Cem. 035268
Henry Forristall Cem.
035271
Mary Walker Cem.
035267
Mrs. Warren Marshall Cem 035266
Percy H. Titus Cem.
035269
Thomas Wallace Cem.
035270
Cemetery Maintenance
035275
Columbia Covered Bridge 035276
Road Improvement
035274
School District Tuition
035272
Bridge Improvement Fund 035277

**********************************PRINCIPAL********************************************
INCOME
INCOME
BEGINNING FUNDS
ENDING
DURING
EXPENDED
ENDING
BALANCE
ADDED
WITHDRAWALS BALANCE
YEAR
DURING YEAR BALANCE

GRAND
TOTAL

$100.29
$229.30
$200.67
$401.30
$75.19
$1,004.16
$1,004.16
$19,382.93
$2,791.70
$21,974.22
$118,025.99
$70,210.10

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$10,000.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$21,515.00
$0.00
$80,000.00

$100.29
$229.30
$200.67
$401.30
$75.19
$1,004.16
$1,004.16
$19,382.93
$2,791.70
$459.22
$118,025.99
$210.10

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.02
$0.00
$1.13
$1.13
$37.42
$0.26
$41.78
$251.78
$107.43

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.02
$0.00
$1.13
$1.13
$37.42
$0.26
$41.78
$251.78
$107.43

$100.29
$229.30
$200.67
$401.32
$75.19
$1,005.29
$1,005.29
$19,420.35
$2,791.96
$501.00
$118,277.77
$317.53

$235,400.01

$10,000.00

$101,515.00

$143,885.01

$440.95

$0.00

$440.95

$144,325.96

RESIDENT MARRIAGE REPORT
January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2014
DATE

PERSON A

7/5/2014 Carter, Kimberly C.
9/13/2014 Giroux, Daniel P.
11/17/2014 Lawrence, Austin G.

PERSON A'S
RESIDENCE

PERSON B

PERSON B'S
RESIDENCE

PLACE OF
MARRIAGE

Columbia, NH
Columbia, NH
Columbia, NH

Turgeon, Bruce G.
Frizzell, Haley F.
Harry, Desiree M.

Columbia, NH
Columbia, NH
Columbia, NH

Boscawen, NH
Millsfield, NH
Colebrook, NH

RESIDENT DEATH REPORT
January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2014
DATE OF DECEDENT'S
DEATH NAME
1/29/2014
3/3/2014
5/8/2014
6/4/2014
08/11/14
09/05/14
11/25/14
12/14/14

Smith, Frederick
DeLong, Wayne
Grover, Mona
Gigure, Ronny
Shone, Eugene
Lauzier, Gaston
DeLong, Claire
Dion, Rose

PLACE OF
DEATH

FATHER'S
NAME

MOTHER'S
NAME

Colebrook, NH
Lebanon, NH
Colebrook, NH
Colebrook, NH
Colebrook, NH
Colebrook, NH
Manchester, NH
Columbia, NH

Smith, George
DeLong, George Sr.
Collins, Walter
Giguere, Roger
Shone, Francis
Lauzier, Egide
Lavoie, Charles
Markovich, Joseph

Higgins, Lillian
Belleville, Glenora
Knapp, Amy
Drainville, Elaine
Studley, Irma
Leech, Alberta
Gendron, Minnie
Truka, Mary

